Dear Joe (and. otters ) , 

With the temperature 60 and the predicted rain not falling, this will be brief so that 
I can get some modest exercise, using snips to cut the side -flprus off of a of pin A 

breinctesbroken off by winter srorms. I can sit and do that child* work while listening to 
what Jesses for news today. 

^il and I have been busy enough neither of us wanted to change the copie? cassette 

to copy last Thursday's enclosed story. As l read it I highlighted what inferred Jr was 

fairly specific in confirming what X's written you as soon as the Saddamnable crisis be— 

<" — > 

^an, that it would end and would be followed by a gangiip on Israel. I think the way S put 
it is that this would be the one thing they could all, former enemies and other major 
powers, agree on. 

From what I've read and seen and heard on radio and TV this has really monopolized 
the reporting and even now is the highlight in some accounts of Secretary of State Baker's 
upcoming trip. The one fair commentary of which I am aware was on HER here at 11 this 
morning and among the fairnesses in its commentary and reporting is what we've known for 
a long time and has been misrepresented elsewhere, including in today's McGrory column 
(enclosed with my letter to her about it), that rather than refusing to talk to Palestin- 
ian Arabs, Israeli governments, including Shamir's, -tes refased only to talk tot the PLO. 
They have said they’d talk with other Arab spokesman. I did not catch the nwms of the pet- 
son they used, probably a member of the government, but he said we have always refused to 
talk to the HD, 3? we still do and we will because they have been and are dedicated to our 

il 

destruction. This was long after I wrote Me 0 *. 

There have been a few other than anti-Israeli things said by Arab spokesmen, one by 
the Jaudi ambassador to the IB. tie said that Israel's refusal to retaliate against Saddam's 
Scuds would help it. We'll see. 

What I% r e read and heard on the radio about the current Palestinian Arab attitude is 
that to most of them Sad4am remains a hero. 

It may seem unlikely that at home King Hussein is less secure, given this attitude, 
but if he and Jordan are treated as they should be for what he did and did not do, then there 
can be some instability and that can lead to undermining his position and if there is tur- 
moil I believe it is not impossible that the Palestinian majority may take control. 

Best, 



